The Problem of Endangered Animals: What Can We Do?
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Introduction.
I love animals and I have a dog. I like playing and going for a walk with it. My dog is my best friend. And I can’t imagine my life without my dog. What about you? Can you imagine the  world without animals? No birds fly in the sky; no fishes swim in the sea; no tigers and other beautiful animals walk quietly through the trees. Nobody wants a world like this, because a world without animals is not an interesting, exciting, or beautiful place.
But the biggest danger to animals is people. Thousands of species of animal are in danger, because people are making a dirty and dangerous world. Are our children going to see tigers, and dolphins, and parrots – or only photos and films of these and other animals?
The purpose of our work is to attract people’s attention to the great problem of endangered animals.
For the achievement of this purpose the following problems have been put:
-to try to answer the question: why are animals in danger?
-to tell people what animals are endangered in the water, in the sky and on the land;
-to suggest some ways of helping endangered animals;
-to develop the practical part.

1. Why are animals in danger?
There are about 30, 0000 endangered animals species in the world. Some scientists believe that at least one species disappears completely every day.
There are many reasons why some animals become endangered species: most of these are due to human behavior. Every species needs its own natural place to live but pollution, farming and building are destroying these areas. Many animals are also sold as pets, or hunted for parts of their bodies such as fur. All kinds of animals from all over the world are in danger. For example: in 1900 there were 100, 000 tigers in the world. Now there are about 3,000. In India, there were about 30, 000 tigers, and the number is now 2, 000. You could find eight different kinds of tiger in different countries then. Now there are only five kinds. We are never going to see the other three again.
If people don’t change the way they live, one day many of these well-known animals will completely disappear.
2. The endangered animals.
2.1 On land.
To many people, the most interesting animals are the big land animals. We see these big animals on television and in zoos. We take photographs of them, and we are interested in their behavior. But we do not always understand the dangers to them in their natural habitats.
Tapirs are perhaps not the most beautiful animals in the world. They live on land, near water and trees. They are very quiet. They often move at night, but they can’t go far. Mothers carry their babies for a year before they are born. Then the babies need their mother’s milk for a year after that. 
Once there were tapirs in Mexico and El Salvador, but no tapirs live there today. There are not many in Panama now, and tapirs are also disappearing in Chile and a number of Asian countries.
Once species, the mountain tapir, has short legs and long brown or black hair. It lives in the Andes mountains, between 2,000 and 4,500 m., and it is cold up there. But farmers cut down the trees, and the tapirs must move. People hunt them for food or because they like hunting. Other people take the tapirs’ feet for medicine. There are only about 2,500 of these animals now, and in twenty years there are not going to be any mountain tapirs.
The rhinoceros is another interesting big animal. Rhinos have one or two horns, and some animals are four meters long. Their eyes are not good, but they can hear very well. They can also run very quickly.
In past time there were rhinos in Europe and America, but now all the world’s rhinos are in Africa and Asia, and they are disappearing fast. One hundred years ago there were a lot of white rhinos in Central America, but now hunters  make beautiful, expensive things from them. Now there are only twenty northern white rhinos in the national park. Very soon, scientists say, this species is going to be extinct.
The tiger is the biggest animal in the cat family-Siberian tigers are sometimes 320 kg. They need trees, water, and other animals food. They usually move about by day and they go a very long way when they are hunting. Some people are afraid of tigers and kill them to save their domestic animals and their lives. But some people have often hunted tigers for fun and for their beautiful expensive skin. The tiger is a beautiful animal, but it is at risk of extinction.
The world's largest land animals—the elephants—have a big problem. Their habitat is disappearing as people turn it into farmland. Some of the land has even become deserts due to weather changes. Many elephants have been hunted and killed for their valuable tusks. Can these animals be saved? Yes, if people will pay attention to this problem.
2.2. In the water.
Some dolphins live in rivers and some live in the sea. The Yangtze River runs across China from west to east. In the 1950s there were 6,000 baiji dolphins in the river. Baiji dolphins can usually hear very well and they “talk” to other dolphins. In past times they heard small ships on the river and went under them. But now there are many big ships in the river, and there is a lot of other noise too, so the baijis hit their heads on the big ships. Pollution from towns and factories goes in to the river too, and baijis can’t see well in the dirty water.
River dolphins in the Ganges River are also in danger. About 10% of the people in the world live near the river so there is a lot of pollution. The dolphins can’t more dams across it. There are about 4,000 dolphins now but these river dolphins are at risk too. There are also dolphins in nearly all our seas. They move fast in the water and they play. People in some countries eat the meat of sea dolphins. Hundreds of thousands of these animals die every year when people fish at sea with nets. And when we take all the fish from the sea, we also take the dolphins food.
Killer whales are from the dolphin family. They live for fifty to eighty years in the sea, but for only ten years in a zoo.  They like cold water, so they can move through different seas. The only danger to them is humans. Pollution goes into the sea and kills the fish, and then there is no food for the whales. Or the whales eat the fish and they are ill. Whales are in danger from hunting too. In past times the Inuit people of Alaska hunted whales but they did not kill many. Then hunters came from other countries in bigger ships and killed thousands. Antarctica was also a good place for whales. About 250,000 blue whales, the biggest animals in the world, lived there in 1900. Blue whales can live for ninety years. But in one year, 1930-1931, hunters killed 30,000, and today there are only about 5,000 of them.
Other whales are disappearing from Antarctica too. Most countries stopped killing whales a number of years ago, but some countries still hunt and kill whales. And people can’t easily protect animals from men on ships when they are all far away at sea.
2.3. In the sky.
We know of 9,000 different species of birds. Many of them are not in danger anymore because they are extinct. But a thousand species of bird are at risk today. There are 350 different species of parrot and nearly 100 of those species are disappearing fast. Many people want to buy one of these beautiful birds and have it in their home. But when hunters take wild parrots from their habitats for this, 20% of these birds die before they arrive in the shops. Today there are no Spix’s Macaws in Brazil, because hunters took them all. You can only see this beautiful blue-grey bird in zoos now.
Kakapos are parrots. They also have the name Old Night Birds because they move at night. They are green and yellow, big and fat. The biggest birds are four kg. In a quiet place, kakapos can live for sixty years. They can’t live with people or other animals and they do not have many babies. They also leave their babies for hours at night, without protection. They are different from most birds because they can’t fly. The number of kakapos is going up, but there are only eighty six in the world.
The northern bald ibis isn’t very beautiful. It has the face of an old man. It lived in Europe for thousands of years, but now there are no wild bald ibis in Europe. 
If we don’t do anything now, we won’t have a chance to see mums beautiful birds, which we can admire today.
3. How can we help?
3.1. Countries.
Scientists often meet and talk about animals in danger. Politicians in many countries are beginning to talk about this too. They ask a lot of questions, and sometimes they listen to the scientists.
Who can hunt dolphins and whales? How many can those people kill every year? Can people buy rhinoceros horns? Is it right? Which animals are disappearing fastest? How can we protect them? Where is the money going to come from? These are some of their questions. So what can countries do? Here is one possible answer: they can open national parks. These are big and usually very beautiful wild place. Here, animals and birds can live freely, but they are also homes for trees and flowers. Visitors can go there and watch the animals, but usually they leave at night. They can’t hunt or take things away with them.
The first national park opened a hundred years ago or more. These days you can find national parks in most countries. They are very important because they protect the land and the animals. One of the first was Gran Paradiso National park in Italy. Yellowstone and Yosemite are old and very famous North American national parks. There are a lot of endangered animals.
3.2. People.
Can we help? Do we leave the answers to politicians and scientists, or can you or I change things?
Some people help in important ways. Jane Goodall arrived at Lake Tanganyika, in East Africa, when she was twenty-six years old. She wanted to learn about chimpanzees. At first, the chimpanzees ran away when they saw her. But after some time they began to come near her. She gave them names. She watched them and wrote about them. She taught other scientists about them. Then she helped to protect chimpanzees and their habitats and the habitats of other animals in Africa.
We can’t all go to Africa, so what can we do? We can stay at home and give money. We can work for the protection of animals from our homes. There are animal charities in every country, and they need help. The World Wild Fund (WWF) has offices in forty countries. You can give money or buy from their shops. You can learn about animals here to extinction. Then you can write to politicians and tell other people about it. We can help endangered animals!
3.3. Zoos.
Sometimes an animal or bird can’t live in its natural home. Perhaps its habitat disappeared. Perhaps there is no protection there anymore. What happens then?
Sometimes a zoo is the only plays for animals in danger. They can live there without danger and scientists can learn about them. Young animals are born in the zoo and one day, perhaps, they can go back to their natural home.
There are, of course, good zoos and bad zoos. The bad zoos are often in towns, and they are old and dirty. The behaviour of the animals in these places isn’t natural. Visitors watch them all day, and the animals can only wait for their food. Many get ill or die.
In a good zoo, people think carefully about the animals. Some animals like living with other animals, some don’t. Some animals love seeing visitors and playing, but a lot of animals like to sleep quietly by day. Most animals want to look for and find food; they don’t to take in from somebody’s hands. Many animals need a lot of animals and trees. 

Conclusion.
We hope that doing this work we can draw attention of at least a few people to the problem of endangered animals.
We must take special care of them all.
We must find the right balance between land, people and animals.
We must take care of nature.
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Appendix

                                                      	
1.Match the words and the pictures of endangered animals.
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whale
rhino
tiger
dolphin
parrot

2. Decipher the  phrase.
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3. Find 10 words on the topic «Endangered animals».
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