My name is Andrey. I’m in the 8th form in school 6. I want to tell you about Vidnoye, the place I live which I like very much. It’s situated 3 kilometers south of Moscow city, near M4 Don highway and is a center of Leninsky district 
                          
                                                The history of Leninsky district
Vidnoye is a young town, but the land on which it is situated has a very ancient history.

Nine centuries ago the Vjatichi tribe, farmers and hunters, came to the banks of the Bittsa and started to settle there. Now you can see five burial mounds in Rastorguyevo.  

 Leninsky district was first mentioned in 1339 in Ivan Kalita’s charge. He willed Ostrovskoye settlement to his son Semyon the Big in it. Then Ostrovskoye became a country resident of Moscow tsars and princes.  Vasily III and his son Ivan the Terrible often came here. In the second part of the XVI century Preobragenskay church was erected in this place and became a pearl of Moscow region.
During Peter’s the Great times the church was built in Tabolovo in honour of Great Russian arms’ victories. It was named Assumption of Virgin Mary’s church. 

In XVII century Aparinky village was first mentioned, belonging to the gentry of the Stepanovs. They built a wooden estate on their land. There were some houses and structures stranding apart from this village. The place where they were situated was very beautiful and enigmatic (“vidnoye” in ancient Russian) and attract a lot of noblemen here.  Soon it became to name Vidnoye, Aparinky too.
 In 1888 settlement of Vidnoye got a new owner. It was a princess, Evgenyay Alexandrovna  Adlerberg. There were some changes in Vidnoye country estate. A two-storey stone house and different utility structures were built. An orchard and a park also appeared. 

Because Vidnoye estate was not profitable, in 1902 it was sold to “Tovarishchestvo” community to organize a summer cottage village on its territory.  On 22 October 1902 summer village Vidnoye was officially opened. 

First Russian revolution of   1905-1907 frightened away a lot of summer residents. Nevertheless summer village Vidnoye was built. In the main building of former estate was a culture center of the settlers. In one of the wings there was a scene where summer residents showed amateur performances. 
The history of our town is closely connected with the name of Dmitry Alexeyevich Rastorguyev. In the end of XIX century he bought an estate near Tarichyovo village. In 1911 he founded  summer cottage settlement of Pavlovsky on his land. This one merged with Feldmarshalsky village then and gave a start to a new settlement, Rastorguyevo. Merchant Rastorguyev assisted in the building of the railway station which was named after him.
In January 1929 settlement of Vidnoye became a part of Leninsky district. 

In 1935 General plan of Moscow’s development was adopted. At the same time there was a decision to build a large Coke and Gas Works factory because Moscow needed cheap fuel. 

Leninsky district near Kashirskoye highway was established as a place to construct this factory. 

The work on the factory began in October 1937. Many people from different place of our country came to help. Wooden barracks were built for people to live in. The Great Patriotic War interrupted the constructing. After the Victory the building was continued. 

In 1949 people Vidnoye work settelment was begun building. The first inhabitants were workers of the factory. In the central streets of the village (Shkolnaya, Zavodskaya and Sovetskay) were constructed brick buildings of two-storey. The houses were nonstandard and original form. Each house had its own kitchen garden, fruit trees and berry bushes. Sovetskay Square, the house of culture, a hospital, many shops, schools, kindergarten and nursery schools appeared during this years. The village became nice and unique with a lot of green streets.
On 2 April 1951the factory began giving coke and gas. Year by year it grew more and more powerful and so did the settlement.
On 13 January in 1965 Vidnoye settlement was granted town status.   
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                                                           Vidnoye today

For last 44 years Vidnoye town grew and changed a lot. It became really nice and  cosy town. Now it is an administrative, industrial and culture center of Leninsky district. The total area is 47529 hectares. It has a population of about 131 000 people. The district is divided into one town, one village and 126 settlements. Three railway roads and 7 federal highways are on its territory. 
There are 30 school, 22 houses of cultures, 32 libraries, 6 hospitals, 13 large industrial and 14 agricultural enterprises, 3 Russian research centers. It has 300 historical places and architectural monuments such as Gorki Leninskie, Lenin’s estate in his final years, Sukhanovo, Valuyevo, Filimonky and others. 

There is a local newspaper: “Vidnovskiye vesti” and a local cable TV station: “Vidnoye – TV”. In September 2000 several trolleybuses were introduced.
                                                   The weather
 The weather of the strict is typical for Moscow region: temperate cold winter with often thaws and temperate warm summer. There are some weather changes in different seasons. 

There are 2 big rivers: the Pakhra and Moskva River which play an important role in the life the district. 
                                                 Flora and fauna
The territory of Leninsky district is situated in the zone of mixed deciduous and coniferous forests. The forest is the main riches of the district. There is a brown hare, a fox, a least weasel, a squirrel, a mole, a hedgehog and other rodents. You can find here a crow, a magpie, a jackdaw, a blue titmouse, a chaffinch, a woodpecker, a hawk and others. There is also a colony of red forest ants. 
Vidnoye has its own coat of arms. The central figure on it, Phoenix bird is taken from the emblem of Moscow Coke and Gas Works factory, as the symbol of Vidnoye town’s start.  The green stripes on the shield symbolize that the town is situated in the woodland and park zone. 
                                            The sights of the district 
There is Sovetskaya Square in the center of the town.  It is very beautiful.
 This is the place where newly-married couples and graduates of our schools have their photographs. There is a monument to Lenin on it which was erected in1980 in place of ​​​​ a fountain.
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Near the square there is a building of Administration of the Leninsky district and the Administration of Vidnoye town settlement, the House of Culture or club.  People have the opportunity to have a rest; they can watch concerts, films. There are different meetings and discussions in the club. Also there are regularly different lessons and studies for the children. Behind the Square the town park is situated. There are different entertainments for children. On the opposite side of the Square you can see Historical and Cultural center of Leninsky district. The museum was opened in 2005 after a reconstruction. In halls of the museum  there are 3 thousand exhibits of a storage, collection of scientific, ethnographic materials, photos and documentary materials of the history of the region, participants of civil and Great World War, organizers of the first collective farms. 
”Capital-Plaza”, the first business center of the town was opened here in 2006.
 The Lane of Glory was founded on 9 May 2005 in honour of  Great Russian Victory. There is a monument to “Woman- Mother”, soldier fallen in different parts of our country and the sculpture “Youth”.
Sovetsky proyezd was built in seventies years to connect the central square with Sovetskaya street. The first 12-storey block of flats appeared here. “Iskra” cinema opened on 10 April 1985.  Near it there is a monument to the founders of Vidnoye town. Among them there is P.F. Gayevsky, honorary citizen of Leninsky district and the former manager of Moscow Coke and Gas Works factory, and T.I. Lemeshko who did a lot to turn Vidnoye into the “town-garden”. There is a street in the town which was named in honour of P.F. Gayevsky, honoured metallurgist of the Russian Federation.  
Many years ago Vidnoye town became Russian motorcycle football capital. In 1972 “Mettalurg” stadium was built, repeated winner in Russia and Europe. In November 2006 the new Palace of Sport “Vidnoye” was opened. 
The Cathedral in honour of St.George the Winner was erected in May 2005 in the memory of soldiers fallen in the Great Patriotic War.
In 2007 Vidnoye won the competition as the most well-planned town in Russia. There are a lot

of nice flowerbeds, lawns, footpaths and fences there. Almost each territory in the town is a harmonious view and comfortable place to live.
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