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   Hi!
   My dear friend!

Thank you for your letter. It was really interesting to learn about your visit to Scotland. In your last letter you ask me what Alkhanai is. And now I’d like to tell you about it.

     First of all, Alkhanai is one of the greatest Buddhism monuments. There are 17 cultural objects of history and culture of Buddhism world there. They symbolize the whole man’s life: from mother’s beginning to leaving to another world.

 There are many interesting legends about the pearl of Zabaikalye. One of them is the legend about rhododendron. I’m sure, that you’ll want to know it. 
 So, many years ago there lived a handsome Buryat fellow and a pretty Russian girl in one village of Zabaikalye. They fell in love with each other. But strict rules didn’t allow a fellow from a Buddhism family marry a Russian girl. The Buryat lover-fellow had to leave the village one night. He was crying from despair and his tears turned into small blood drops on the path he was going. Early in the morning the girl woke up and didn’t see her lover. She rushed to follow her boyfriend but he was already far away. Then she bent over each drop of his tears, their teardrops mixed and turned into the magnificent flowers of our beautiful plant – wild rosemary, labor tea… What do you think about it? 
I have been dreaming to visit this wonderful nature creation for a long time… and last summer I was in Alkhanai and I think that it is a wonderful place for rest. Here there are all conditions for it: fresh and clear air and curative waters.

 On my Alkhanai tour I visited Atamanovka, Makkaveevo, Darasun and Aginskoe. The steppes, forests and mountains rose before my eyes. At last I was on Alkhanai and we went to learn local sights with our guide. 
The first rock, which we visited was the rock Dimchik. It is a natural grot which is situated on the western slope of the Arshan valley. A picturesque panorama of the Dauryan land spreads out from the height of Dimchik. Everybody who visits this cultural object has a wish to leave coins on the rocks to be healthy and happy.
Our next destination was the Temple of the goddess Nara-Khazid. People say that a man being here in the silence and rest can hear the mysterious and exciting melody flowing from the Heavens. The name of this rock comes from the fact that when the wind blows people can hear the sounds of music, it’s really something unique.
Very interesting place is Womb of the Mother. This holy place is visited by the families who have no children. At the entrance they carry on a sacrifice. Then they light the candle and smoke special grass sticks. Some families were lucky as children were born thanks to this grot as people say.

The rock of the Master is regarded to be the head of Alkhanai Mountain. Everyone who visits  this cult place may guess his fortune, leaves coins on the rocks, treats the gods to the food in order to have good health and happiness. 

In addition I’d like to say about name of Alkhanai. There are two interesting legends about the origion of the place’s name itself. One of the such legends is about Balchzhin-Khatum-Buryat princess. According to the legend she married one of the Mongolian khans but his mother hated the young woman and Balchzhin had to run away to Zabaikalye.  Unfortunately, she was caught by her followers on the top of the highest mountain and was killed there. Before her death she cried “Alkhanai” which meant “I am being killed”. That’s why the mountain got its name. And the stream running down from the mountain symbolizes blood and tears of the killed princess.
I love natural beauty and charm very much.
Hope to hear from you soon.
     With love,
      Kate. 
