Main Entry: ge£nius

Pronunciation: ‚j‡n-y„s, ‚j‡-n‡-„s

Function: noun

Inflected Form: plural ge£nius£es or ge£nii \-n‡-ƒˆ\

Etymology: Latin, tutelary spirit, natural inclinations, from gignere to beget

Date: 1513

1 a plural genii : an attendant spirit of a person or place b plural usually genii : a person who influences another for good or bad

2 : a strong leaning or inclination : penchant

3 a : a peculiar, distinctive, or identifying character or spirit b : the associations and traditions of a place c : a personification or embodiment especially of a quality or condition

4 plural usually genii : spirit, jinni

5 plural usually geniuses a : a single strongly marked capacity or aptitude ²had a genius for getting along with boys— Mary Ross³ b : extraordinary intellectual power especially as manifested in creative activity c : a person endowed with transcendent mental superiority; especially : a person with a very high intelligence quotient

synonyms see gift

Main Entry: 1gift

Pronunciation: ‚gift

Function: noun

Etymology: Middle English, from Old Norse, something given, talent; akin to Old English giefan to give

Date: 12th century

1 : a notable capacity, talent, or endowment

2 : something voluntarily transferred by one person to another without compensation

3 : the act, right, or power of giving

synonyms gift, faculty, aptitude, bent, talent, genius, knack mean a special ability for doing something. gift often implies special favor by God or nature ²the gift of singing beautifully³. faculty applies to an innate or less often acquired ability for a particular accomplishment or function ²a faculty for remembering names³. aptitude implies a natural liking for some activity and the likelihood of success in it ²a mechanical aptitude³. bent is nearly equal to aptitude but it stresses inclination perhaps more than specific ability ²a family with an artistic bent³. talent suggests a marked natural ability that needs to be developed ²has enough talent to succeed³. genius suggests impressive inborn creative ability ²has no great genius for poetry³. knack implies acomparatively minor but special ability making for ease and dexterity in performance ²the knack of getting along³.

Main Entry: tal£ent

Pronunciation: ‚ta-l„nt

Function: noun

Etymology: Middle English, from Old English talente, from Latin talenta, plural of talentum unit of weight or money, from Greek talanton pan of a scale, weight; akin to Greek tl‡nai to bear; in senses 2–5, from the parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14–30— more at tolerate

Date: before 12th century

1 a : any of several ancient units of weight b : a unit of value equal to the value of a talent of gold or silver

2 archaic : a characteristic feature, aptitude, or disposition of a person or animal

3 : the natural endowments of a person

4 a : a special often creative or artistic aptitude b : general intelligence or mental power : ability

5 : a person of talent or a group of persons of talent in a field or activity

synonyms see gift

–tal£ent£ed \-l„n-t„d\ adjective

–tal£ent£less \-l„nt-l„s\ adjective

Main Entry: 3bent

Function: noun

Etymology: irregular from 1bend

Date: 1586

1 a : a strong inclination or interest : bias b : a special inclination or capacity : talent

2 : capacity of endurance

3 : a transverse framework (as in a bridge) to carry lateral as well as vertical loads

synonyms see gift

Webster’s dictionary
genius n., pl. –ses Exeptionel intellectual ability or creative power; a strong natural talent.

Gift n. Something that is given from one person to another; a natural aptitude; a talent.

Gifted adj. the state of having a special talent or ability.

Talent n. the aptitude, disposition, or characteristic ability of a person.

