DIFFERENT KINDS OF FICTION
I like reading English books. I read different kinds of literature and I’d like to tell about them.
There is fiction and non-fiction. Fiction is not real. It may be stories, plays and poems. The writer makes up everything. The people and the things are imaginary, but it can happen somewhere real. 
Non-fiction is writing about the real world. These are things like: newspapers and magazines, recipes, rules for games, educational books, instructions, booklets or letters.
There are different kinds of stories – all with their own different styles. There are myths, legends, fables and parables.
Myths are made up stories about gods or heroes. People told myths since ancient times to explain different things. For example why the sun rises or why it rains. Myths are completely made up. There is a myth that the Sun God sailed across the sky every day carrying the sun on his ship. 
Everyone knows the names of Daedalus and Icarus. They say Daedalus was famous as a sculptor and an inventor. One day Minos, the King of Crete, asked Daedalus to come with his son. Minos ordered to build a secret maze in his palace. He called it the Labyrinth. One could go into it but never come out. Daedalus understood that it was a prison. Minos wanted to keep the monster Minotaur here. Daedalus and his son became the prisoners because they knew how to go into the Labyrinth and come out alive. Daedalus wanted to escape. He collected the feathers of the birds, held them together with wax and made wings. Daedalus asked his son not to fly too high because the sun could melt the wax on the wings. They escaped from their prison tower but Icarus forgot his father’s words. He flew high in the sky. The heat melted the wax, the feathers fell off the wings and Icarus drowned. People called this sea Icaryskoe.
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So this is a completely made up story about the heroes but it explains the name of the sea.
Legends are traditional stories about real people or things. Most of them started out as true stories, but people added a lot of things over the years.  
I read an old African legend “Thunder and Lightning”. It’s not about people but about two grumpy old sheep. They were real. Lightning often lost its temper and knocked down trees and burnt the crops. Thunder had a very loud voice. The villages couldn’t stand them. The chief sent them to live in the sky. It’s made up. But now Lightning still enjoys getting his back on the villagers and Thunder still shouts at the top of her voice and keeps the villagers awake at night.   
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A fable is a story with a moral. In the fable “The Hare and the Tortoise” the animals are having a race. The hare thinks he’ll easily win, so he has a rest and falls asleep. But the tortoise wins the race. The moral of the story is: If you try you will succeed, if you’re lazy you’ll lose out. 
I read one more fable “The Lion and the Mouse”. A mouse ran over the paws of a sleeping lion. The beast was angry. The mouse asked not to eat him. He might help the lion. It was funny to the lion. But the mouse saved the lion when he fell into a hunter’s net. The moral of the fable is: Don’t belittle little things.
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Fables are sometimes called parables. Jesus told them to his pupils. 
Stories can be about all sorts of weird and wonderful things. Here are four kinds of stories that I read:
1. Adventure stories are stories about imaginary people but they happen somewhere real. “Fairground adventure” by Nick Beare and Jeanette Greenwell is about the children’s adventure at a real funfair. Two friends Jack and Richard played football near the funfair. Richard kicked the ball too hard and it fell onto the fairground. A man picked the ball up, put it into his bag and ran away.  

The children followed the man to the roller coaster and the Ghost Train. But the man jumped out of the car and ran to the Hall of Mirrors. The policeman and Richard’s sister helped the boys. The policeman gave them the ball and took the man to the police station.
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I enjoyed reading this book. It’s exciting, full of adventure. I like to go to the funfair. The roller coaster, the Ghost train, the Hall of Mirrors are the real places that everyone can see at the funfair but the children and their adventure are made up by the authors of the book.
2. Fantasy adventures are magical. Fantasy adventures are stories where magic happens. You can be in an imaginary world with witches, ghosts and elves … or you can be somewhere totally ordinary, but weird things may happen. 
“Mummies in the Morning” by Mary Pope Osborne is about fantasy adventures of Jack and his sister Annie to ancient Egypt. They found a book about pyramids in the tree house at the top of the oak tree. They wanted to read the book. But a strange black cat appeared on the branch of the tree. It was the cat from the book. Just then the wind blew and the children found themselves near a giant pyramid in the desert. They saw the black cat again and followed it into the pyramid. 
They met the ghost of Hutepi, queen of the Nile, spoke with her and helped her to find her Book of the Dead. The children had to read the secret messages on the wall – the hieroglyphs. That helped them to find the stairs, a boat, a jug and a folded cloth and then The Book of the Dead. They also saw the real mummy of queen Hutepi. It was the black cat that led them from the false passages of the pyramid to the tree house on the oak tree. 
[image: image5.jpg]



The black cat, the ghost of the queen that speak with the children, the mummy – all these things are magical.
3. Fairy tales are stories written for children. There are hundreds of them, but there are the same ideas in all of them: good defeats evil and a happy ending.
I read an Irish fairy tale about a giant called Finn. He was very kind. He had a wife called Una. They were happy. But another big giant appeared. He wanted to throw Finn from his house. Finn didn’t know what to do. His wife had a plan. 

Una borrowed the twins’ pram from her friend. She also made four cakes and put stones into three of them. Una put Finn into the pram; he was too big for it. She put a big blanket over Finn and the toys into the pram. Then there was a great noise. The giant came. He was bigger than Finn.
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 Una asked the giant to do some small job for her. She said Finn did this job easily. But it wasn’t easy for the giant. But he did it. Una gave him one of her cakes with big stones. The giant broke his teeth, shouted and awoke the baby. Una gave the baby the only cake without stones. Finn ate it quickly. The giant put his finger into Finn’s mouth. Finn bit the giant’s finger very hard. The giant was frightened. The baby had no teeth but he ate hard cakes. He didn’t want to see his father, so he ran away. Finn and Una never saw him again.
I liked Una because she was smart and clever. She could outthink the giant. She had no power in arms, she was very small, she wasn’t a giant but she could do so that the giant got frightened and ran away and never appeared. I didn’t like Finn because he was afraid of the giant. He didn’t want to fight with him and wanted to leave his house. Good defeats evil: the giant ran away, Una and Finn are happy. 
4. Science fiction is usually about the future. Science fiction stories are about space, aliens or time travel. The action may take place in the future or a long time ago, in a galaxy, far away.  Stories can be about all sorts of things. 

I read a short story about the Martian. He was 327 years old. He had webbed feet, green skin and eyes on the ends of horns like a snail. 
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He travelled to another planet. He passed his driving test the week before but was already losing his way. His rocket landed in the car park because the engine failed. The Martian didn’t know what to do, he felt miserable in this unknown strange world.
 Plays are one more kind of fiction. They are a bit strange to read. It’s better to watch them or role-play. “All the fun of the fair” by Printha Ellis and Mary Bowen is a play. It is about the children’s trip to the funfair. The children go on the roundabout, the bumper cars, the slides, the swing boats and the boats on the river and at last - on the roller coaster. The children like all the rides, because they are funny, amazing, brilliant, fast and a little bit scary but they are not frightened. Only one girl doesn’t go on the rides. Her name is Helen. She doesn’t like the roundabouts or the slides or the bumper cars. She thinks they are too noisy, scary and dangerous. The children spent all their money. So they can’t put a ball through a hoop and win a lollipop. 
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But Helen has some money. She puts 6 balls through the hoop and wins 6 lollipops. Helen is happy. She gives the lollipops to her classmates. Everybody enjoys this nice day at the fair. I like this play because I enjoy going to the funfair.
So the books we read can be fiction or non-fiction. Fiction is stories, plays and poems. Fiction may be of different styles: myths, legends, fables or parables. Stories may also be of different kinds: adventure stories, fantasy adventures, fairy tales or science fiction. It’s interesting to read different kinds of fiction.
