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Australia: an overview

Australia is unique- an island continent of 7.7 million square kilometers

 and a single nation. It is some 4 000 kilometers wide and 3 000 kilometers from north to south. Australia is the lowest of all the continents: only 2 per cent of its land area is over 1 000 meters. The highest point is 2 228 meters at Mount Kosciusko in southeastern New South Wales. Lake Eyre in central Australia has the lowest point of 16 meters below sea level.
A land of mainly subdued relief, Australia has vast areas of gently sloping plateaus and plains dissected only at their edge.

There are three broad zones: the western plateau, the interior lowlands and the relatively narrow eastern uplands. Over one third of Australia lies north of the Tropic of Capricorn. The climate varies from tropical in the north to temperate in the south-east, while most of the interior is extremely arid.

Australia’s population is 18 million. Most Australians live in cities along the eastern and south-eastern coastal plains. Many of the remote inland towns are mining centers.

Australia is divided into six states and two territories. The state federated in 1901 to form the Commonwealth of Australia.

The states and capital cities
[image: image2.jpg]



States/Territories                     Capital City          Population

New South Wales                      Sydney                3.74 million

Victoria                                      Melbourne          3.2 million

Queensland                                Brisbane              1.45 million

Western Australia                      Perth                    1.24 million

South Australia                          Adelaide              1.07 million

Tasmania                                   Hobart                  183 500

Northern Territory                     Darwin                78 100

Australian Capital Territory      Canberra              303 900

National capital
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Canberra, in the Australian Capital Territory, is the national Capital and seat of the federal parliament. The Territory, which lies in the southeastern corner of Australia between Sydney and Melbourne, covers an area of 2 400 square Kilometers, a large proportion of which is national park.
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The flag

The Union Jack represents Australia’s historical link with Britain, the Federation Star represents Australia’s six states and its territories, and the Southern Cross is prominent feature of the southern hemisphere night sky.
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National colors
In 1984, Australia officially adopted green and gold as its National colors-colors its prominent athletes had worn unofficially for many years.
National anthem
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Australia’s national anthem is ‘Advance Australia Fair’. A frequently heard but unofficial anthem is the popular folk song “Waltzing Matilda”.

National day
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Each year on 26 January Australians celebrate Australia Day. On that date in1788 the First Fleet of settlers, soldiers and convicts arrived from England and landed at Port Jackson now the site of Australia’s largest city
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 The people
 Australia’s population is now over 18 million. The original inhabitants, the Aborigines, have lived in Australia for at least40 000 years. These days, few Aborigines practice a traditional tribal lifestyle; most now live in country towns and cities. They form about 1.5 percent of the population

Australia was colonized by Britain in 1788, and for the first 150 years most settlers were from the British Isles. However, in the past 50 years some five million people from around 200 countries have migrated to Australia, making it one of the world’s most ethnically diverse nations. In recent years more than 40 per cent of new settlers have come from Asia.
Language
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Australia’s official language is English. However, almost 15 percent of Australians speak a language other then English at home.
Standard of living
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Australia is a relatively wealthy country and is a member of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.

Gross national average earnings for adults employed full-time exceeded $700 a week in 1995. Gross Domestic Product for the financial year to 30 June 1995 was over $450 thousand million.

[image: image10.jpg]


Parliamentary system
The Australian states federation into the Commonwealth of Australia in 1901, and established a federal parliament with a Westminster style of government. Each of the states and territories has its own parliament or representative assembly.
Education
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Schooling is compulsory between the ages of six and 15 years. About 72 per cent of children are educated in government school, where tuition at primary and secondary levels is free. In several states, ‘Schools of the Air’, use two-way radio and other means of communication to provide ‘classroom’ experience for children living in areas too remote to attend conventional schools.

Trade
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                                                                                                                                   Australia rank 20th in the world in the total volume of two-way trade, which in 1995was worth more than $140 thousand million.

Sport
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Australia has more than 100 national sporting organizations and thousands of state, regional and club bodies. It is estimated that more than eight million people are registered sports participants. Many more are involved in activities such as fishing, bushwalking, recreational boating, and horse riding and fitness programs.
The arts
 The visual arts helped possibly more than any other to forge a distinctly Australia identity, in particular, their expression of the fascination with the Australian landscape since the beginning of European settlement. Australia also has a rich heritage in Aboriginal art, both ancient and contemporary, which is now receiving unprecedented attention at home and around the world.[image: image14.jpg]



Like wise, the performing arts have always had a strong presence in Australian cultural life. In particular, there has been resurgence in film and television production in recent years, and increasing numbers of Australian films, television series, actors and entertainers have acquired appreciative audiences in other countries.

Flying doctor
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The Royal Flying Doctor Service provides mobile medical care for people living in isolated ‘outback’ areas. The service was started in1927 by the Reverend Dr John Flynn through the Australian Inland Mission of the Presbyterian Church. Doctors travel by aircraft from central bases and keep in touch with their patients by radio 
Resources
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Australia is rich in energy and mineral resources. It is the world’s largest exporter of coal and diamonds. It is also a major exporter of uranium, light crude oil, liquefied natural gas, gold, iron ore, bauxite, mineral sands, lead, zinc, copper, nickel and manganese. The eastern, southern and southwestern areas of Australia contain highly productive agricultural regions using advanced farming techniques. Australia has around 150 million sheep and is the world’s largest producer of fine wool used in clothing. It is also a major producer and exporter of beef, wheat, sugar and dairy products. Although Australia is a significant food exporter, only about five per cent of the population works on the land. Most Australians live and work in the coastal cities in service and manufacturing industries. Australia is a scientifically and technically advanced country carrying out research and development into nuclear science, space, medicine, the environment, electronics and communications.
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Birds and animals
Some of Australia’s best known birds are the emu, kookaburra, blacks swan, lyrebird, and many varieties of cockatoos and parrots. Its animals include the kangaroo and wallaby, koala, dingo, platypus, snakes and in the north, crocodiles. 






