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 Introduction.           

     When people talk about education, they mean first of all traditions. People a long time ago made traditions. It means that people chose the best and permanently improved their lives according to the traditions. Traditions and education were born in ancient times and for centuries influenced each other and have been going hand by hand since that time.

     The United Kingdom is known to be the country of classical education. What characterizes classical education? Traditions and system. The British value traditions a lot. The system of education in Great Britain is powerful very much. It concerns not only the famous private schools and universities, which exits not one century, but also the Language schools, which were established in the middle of the XX century. Great Britain traditionally is the country of classical education the system of which has been improving for centuries and as a result - the respect and prestige all over the world. They say that British education is a first class ticket in the trip, which is called life. It’s proved by the facts that every year parents from different countries of the world have to make decision about their children’s education. Most of the parents choose the private schools in Great Britain, because the diploma of British education opens any doors. We’d like to study English in Britain too, because we suppose that in this country we can learn in the best British traditions the classical English which has become the language of the world .

      It is interesting for us to know why the British education is so popular in different parts of the world. There must be some specific features in British education, which make it one of the best in the world. 

     We think that problem is how Russian students can get education in Britain. There is no systematic analysis of opportunities the British system of education offers foreign learners. It’s difficult for Russian students to choose a school for studying English in the UK.     

 The object  of our work is specific features of British education.

 The subject is the educational programms for foreign learners in the system of British education and choice of schools in Britain for foreign learners. 

  In our work we use the following methods:

· Analysis of the literature on the topic.

· Questionnaire for  the 10th –formers in our school .     

  We suppose our work can help determine the specific features of the system of education in Britain and find out the opportunities for Russian students to get education in Great Britain.

I. The specific features of education in Britain.

   The school system in the UK can proudly call itself one of the most complicated in Europe. Not only it is not the same across the kingdom but also the numbers of changes that have taken place in the last 50 years have made it equally confusing for a British person and for a foreigner. 55 per cent of the 10th-formers in our school would like to get education in Britain, but they don’t clearly understand the system of education in this country. (See appendix I). In this chapter we are going to specify the basic features of British education.

      Great Britain has no written constitution, so there are no constitutional provisions for education. The system of education is determined by the National Education Acts. Compulsory education was started by Foster’s Acts of Education in 1870. Later, in 1944 the National Education Act provided three stages of education: primary, secondary and further education. Compulsory schooling in England and Wales lasts 11 years and includes two stages: primary (from 5 to 11 years) and secondary (from 11 to 16 years). (See Appendix II).

   Most children start school at the age of 5 in a primary school. A Primary school is divided into Infant and Junior ones. In Infant schools reading, writing and arithmetic are taught for about 20 minutes a day. There is usually no written timetable. Much time is spent in modelling from clay or drawing, reading or singing.

   At the age of 7 children go on from the Infants school to the Junior School. The children have set periods of arithmetic, reading and composition which are all “Eleven Plus” subjects. Core subjects are English, Maths, and Science. Pupils are streamed, according their ability to learn, into A-, B-, C- and D-stream.    The transition from Primary to Secondary School is made between the age of 11-12 years.

Children can get Secondary education in different schools. In fact, there are two main types of secondary schools in Britain: state and independent. The first are free and the second are paid. (See appendix III).

   State schools in England are supported from public funds paid to the local education authorities. These local education authorities are responsible for organizing the schools in their areas. 

   Most children (about 88 per cent) go to Comprehensive Schools of which the majorities are for girls and boys. About 90 per cent of all state - financed secondary schools are of this type. Comprehensive Schools were introduces in 1965. The idea of comprehensive education supported by the Labor Party was to give all children of whatever background the same opportunity in education. So, Comprehensive schools are non -selective schools, which provide a wide range of secondary education for all the children of a district. Pupils may leave the school at the age of 16 or 18.

   Most other children receive secondary education in Grammar and Secondary Modern Schools. A Grammar School mainly provides an exam-centred academic course from 11 to 18. Some degree of specialization, especially between arts and science subjects, is usual in the upper forms.


   A Science pupil  
   An Art pupil

     Subjects they

study


   Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics,

   Economics, Technical Drawing,

   Biology, Geography 
English Language and Literature, History,

   Foreign Languages, Music, Art, Drama  

 Besides these subjects all students must do some general education subjects like Physical Education, Home Economics for girls, and Technical subjects for boys and General Science. Computers play an important part in education today. The system of options exists in all kinds of secondary schools in Britain.

   The top form is always called the “sixth form”. Pupils may remain in this form for 2 years, until they leave school. 

   Secondary Modern Schools give a general education with a practical bias. It is common for more time to be given to handicrafts, domestic sciences and other practical activities. Foreign languages are not thought there.

   Secondary Technical Schools offer a general education related to industry commerce and agriculture.  They are not very popular.

   The second large group of schools is independent or private schools. They charge tuition fees and do not depend on public funds. The most expensive private schools are known as Public Schools. The only confusing thing is that private schools in Britain called “public”. A long time ago poor children go to schools, which were funded by charities. As it was public money the schools for the poor were called public schools. However, in the course of history many public schools became very successful and turned into expensive private schools but conservative British continued to call them public schools.

   Until very recently public schools were either for boys or for girls. There are about 500 public schools in England and Wales; about half of them are for boys. The schools such as Eton, Harrow, Rugby and Winchester are famous for their ability to lay the foundation of a successful future by giving their male pupils self-confident, the right accent, a good academic background and, perhaps most important of all, the right friends and contacts. People who went to one of the public schools never call themselves school - leavers. They talk about «the old school tie» and «the old boy network». They are just old boys or old girls. Public schools can be full boarding (pupils live there all academic year expert for holidays) and normal (pupils go home every weekend and some stay). Public schools take children from the age of 13 and they leave school at 18.

   About 7 per cent of children are educated privately. 20 per cent of teenagers prepare for entering universities there. According to statistics 50 per cent of students from private schools continue their education in Oxford and Cambridge Universities.

  All the schools in Britain are open to government control and they follow the National Curriculum. The national Curriculum, which was introduced in 1988, sets out in detail the subjects that children should study and the levels of achievement they should reach by the ages of 7, 11, 14 and 16, when they are tested. Until that year headmaster and headmistresses of schools were given a great deal of freedom in deciding what subjects and how to teach in their schools so that there is really no central control at all over individual schools. The National Curriculum does not apply in Scotland, where each school decides what subjects it will teach. 

   It is interesting for us to know what exams British students take. At 16 students in England and Wales take GCSE examinations. In 1988 these examinations replaced the GCE and A-levels which were usually passed by about 20 percent of school students. GCSE exams are taken by students of all levels of ability in any of the range of subjects and may involve a final examination and assessment of work done by the student during the two- year course, or both of these things. GCSE is a programme of education and state examinations for General Certificate of Secondary Education. This programme lasts 2 years (from 14 to 16 years). It consists of 4 core subjects and 8 optional subjects which must be connected with students’ future career and further education. Some comprehensive schools, however, do not have enough academic courses for sixth-formers. Students can transfer either to a Grammar school or to a Sixth- Form College to get the courses they want. 

   Life in British schools has their own peculiarities also. The school year is divided into terms, three months each, named after seasons: autumn term, winter term and spring term. 

   Life at school is more or less similar everywhere. Each group of 30 pupils is the responsibility of a form tutor. Each schoolday is divided into periods of 40-50 minutes; time for various lessons with 10-20 minutes breaks between them. (See appendix IV).

  Most of the pupils` time is spent in a classroom equipped with desks and a blackboard. In addition to classrooms there are laboratories for Physics, Chemistry and Biology. Technical rooms are for Woodwork, Metalwork, Technical Drawing. Every school has a library and a school canteen. In student common room boys and girls can relax during the breaks and lunchtime In case of illness a schoolchild may go to the sick room. On important occasions such as end of term or national holiday, called in English schools “speech-days” pupils are gathered in the assembly area or hall.

   Pupils at many secondary schools in Britain have to wear a school uniform. But young people in Britain often don’t like their school uniform, especially the hats and shoes. Sometimes they do not wear the right clothes. Schools will often give them a warning the first time that this happens but then punish them if they continue not to wear the correct uniform. Senior students don’t have to wear their school uniform. 

   It sounds logical to say that the school’s function is to train a pupil’s mind and his character should be formed at home. Teachers would be pleased if the problem could be solved so easily. But children don’t leave their characters at home when their minds go to school. Many of them have personality problems of one kind or another.   Corporal punishment has recently been banned in state schools. But in most Public schools it is still allowed. Caning is the usual punishment for serious misbehaviour in class, damage and vandalism. 

   You may want to know whether there are any rewards and prizes for the best pupils. Of course, there are. Each school has its system of rewards: medals and prizes.

   Let’s outline the basic features of public education in Britain. Firstly, there are wide variations between one part of the country and another. For most educational purposes England, Scotland and Northern Ireland have their own educational system. There are two stages of compulsory education in Britain: Primary and Secondary. On every stage age abilities of children are developed.

   Secondly, education in Britain mirrors the country’s social system: it is class - divided and selective. The first division is between those who pay and those who do not pay. The majority of schools in Britain are supported by public funds and the education provided is free. They are maintained schools, but there are also a considerable number of Public schools. Parents have to pay fees to send their children to these schools. In some parts of Britain they keep the system of Grammar schools, which are selective. But most secondary schools in Britain, which are called «Comprehensive schools», are not selective - you don’t have to pass an exam to go there. A great variety of schools in Britain are thought to make education equal for everybody. But we consider it’s not equal in real life. Unfortunately, a bright pupil from the middle class have a little chance to study at the best Public Schools.

   Another important feature of schooling in Britain is the variety of opportunities offered to schoolchildren. The English school syllabus is divided into Arts (or Humanities) and Science, which determine the division of the secondary school pupils into groups. We think that the system of options encourages students to develop their talents. Moreover, career guidance courses help pupils to choose a profession according to their abilities.

   We suppose that school life in Britain is organized in such a way to make process of studying intensive. Children almost all days are at school, but they don’t get tired because of rational timetables.

  On the other hand, the system of education in Britain has too many examinations. We consider that schools’ administration can let students, who are going to continue studying, not to take GCSE. These exams can be transformed into one exam, which is a part of A – level.

   In the next part we are going to find out the opportunities of foreign students to get education in Britain.

II. Opportunities for Russian students to get education in Britain.

   According to the questionnaire, which we‘ve held for the 10th formers, 55 percent of them would like to get British education, but they don’t know how to reach it. The main organization deal with British educational programmes for foreigner is the British Council. It offers a great member of opportunities for foreign students.

We’ve analyzed information of The British Council about education for foreign learners and have founded that there are a lot of variants for learners from different countries to get education in the UK.   British system of education offers foreign learners to study at state or private schools.

   What kind of people goes to a public school? The first thing you need to have is money as some public schools charge up to 20,000 pounds a year. There are some grants for bright pupils as well but the places are few and the competition is very strong. As it was paid, that only six per cent of the people in the UK can afford it. The other important criterion is that you have to belong to the right class as the class system in Britain is still very important. Mostly, public education is a privilege of the upper middle and upper classes.

   Private schools for foreigners in Britain we can divide into three groups:

1. International schools

2. Traditional schools

3. Independent colleges

     International schools have the main advantage – opportunity to study English and core subjects at the same time. The main disadvantage is a lack of sport and art. We think that schools of this group can prepare students for entering the traditional schools, and help to adapt for system of British education. 

  The traditional schools are the most famous private schools in Great Britain. They are characterized by famous history, education of high quality, modern equipment and wide choice of extra courses, strict discipline. These schools accept pupils from preparatory schools at about 11 or 13 years of age usually on the basic of an examination, known as Common Entrance (the main subjects are English and Math). Schools of this type may be «single- sex» or not.

    Independent colleges were established in the XX century, but they include the structure of traditional schools and atmosphere of universities. These schools offer wide choice of subjects for A-level, preparing students for further education.

   We know that education in private school is excellent but fees are very high. So, it is financially impossible for Russian students of the middle class to get education in private schools in Britain.     But not only in private schools foreign students can get a good education. There is more democratic and cheaper opportunity for foreign learners.

  About 70 per cent of the 10th formers at our school would like to study in Britain because they want to practice English. The British Council offers foreign students to learn English in Language schools.

   British Language schools for foreigners can be divided into two main groups as well: state and private. British Association of State English Language Teaching (BASELT) is an association of state schools that teach English  for foreign students. It was established in 1984 as a union of state colleges and universities which teach English languages as foreign one. In colleges and universities of BASELT foreign students study with British ones and have the same rights and opportunities. The fees in BASELT schools are not as high as they are in private ones from 15 to 150 pounds in a week. 

 As for private schools, they offer more comfortable for most students dates of beginning education and short all year programmes. There are several associations of private Language schools. One of the most popular – ARELS. ARELS unities more than 200 private Language schools in Britain.

     In 2003 ARELS and BASELT united and established the biggest organization of English language teaching – English UK, which is specialized in different types of courses for foreigners. Courses of English for foreigners can be divided into groups according to the types of course (See Appendix V). It’s important because children below 16 can’t go to Britain for a long course during the schools year. So children of this age can study English on summer courses. 

 We suppose that foreign students who want to get serious education in Britain should know English on a certain level. So it’s useful for a foreigner to start his or her studying in Britain at Language Schools.

     They give an opportunity not only to study English well, meet the system of British education in practice but also study different subjects in English. The courses fees are not very high so Russian students can choose a course according their financial situation. We think that living in British families or students residences help to accommodate with new life and learn more about British culture and people.

     A foreign student continues his or her education in different types of schools. But we consider that the most comfortable are independent colleges. These colleges offer foreign students Foundation Course, which was established for those who want to continue education in British universities. They help to improve English and adapt to British system of education. Having studied these course foreign students will be able to take A-level exams, which are necessary for entering any British universities. 

   We consider different schools in Britain have their special system of education foreign students. Every Russian student can decide what to choose. We hope that our work will help to make this decision.

Conclusion. 

  British system of education is rather complicated not only for the foreigners, but for the British as well. In our work we’ve pointed out the basic features of education in Britain. It was interesting for us to find out what makes the British education one of the most prestigious in the world.

  British system of education is supposed to provide equality of opportunity for all. School education is divided into three stages: primary, secondary and further education. In England and Wales the primary cycle lasts from 5 to 11. At 11 children go to Secondary School. Most of them (90 per cent) are Comprehensive Schools. They are state schools that take children of all abilities. About 6 per cent of children go to Grammar Schools - state schools, which take only students who passed “Eleven Plus” examination.

 Only 7 per cent of children go to Private schools, which do not receive any money from the State; parents pay for their children’s’ education. The most expensive private schools are called Public Schools.

 Excepting the core subjects, obligatory for all pupils, the British school syllabus is divided into Arts (Humanities) and Sciences, which determines the division of the Secondary School pupils into study groups. The system of options exists in all kinds of Secondary Schools.

  Schools in Britain have three terms a year and holidays at Christmas, Easter and in the summer. All schools have 13 weeks’ holiday per year.

  All schools assess children’s progress by their own internal tests at the age of 7, 11 and 14. 16-year-olds take the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). At the age of 16 pupils can leave school or continue their education. Pupils cannot repeat a year in the system that is based strictly on age. However badly they do, pupils go up to the next year. The only exception is GCSEs and A-levels, which pupils can repeat if they need better results.

  The system of marking may be out of 10 (9,8 and a half…), in grades (A, B, C, D, E), in per cent – the highest is 100, the lowest – “naught”, the pass is 50 % or higher.

  Boys and girls are generally taught together in Primary schools. Most of Secondary Schools are co-educational, mixed schools. But majority of private schools is single sex that is either for boys or for girls.

  Most pupils in British schools wear school uniform, which differ from school to school. The favourite colors for school uniforms are blue, grey, black and maroon.

  The pupils who violate various school regulations may be punished in the following ways: for lateness, truancy they may be reported to the Headmaster or named in school assembly. They may be detained in school after ordinary hours. Corporal punishment has recently been banned in state schools. But in most Public Schools it is still allowed. Canning is the usual punishment for serious misbehaviour in class, damage and vandalism.

  About 45 per cent of 16-year-olds stay in full-time education. Some attend so called Sixth Form, which require two more years of study after GCSE and which prepare them for taking A-level examinations. For other school-leaves and for adults of all ages universities, polytechnics and other colleges provide a vast net of courses, both academic and vocational

   In our work we’ve revised the schools for foreign learners in the system of British education. We’ve come to conclusion, that there are a lot of opportunities for Russian students to get education in Great Britain. We suppose that the most suitable for Russian students are Language Schools, because they offer different courses of English in different seasons. The fees of these schools are not very high and students can choose any kind of English course they want.        Moreover, students from different countries study there and they have a chance to meet with each other, improving their English in communication. We think that Russian students should start their education at Language schools for foreign students.
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