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My project is devoted to American public holiday and just festivals. I’ve chosen this English project. Because I’m very interested in American, its people and  lifestyle. I think there are not many educational films for children about America, especially its holidays in Russia. So I’ve made a film about the most popular American holidays which I hope will be rather interesting and useful for children in primary and secondary schools. I’ve used  some cartoons and funny episodes of different films, which can illustrate my text. My preparation for this project consisted of three parts. First I chose this topic and found all the information I was able to find about different American holidays. Then I chose the most widespread holidays in America and concentrated  on them. After that I translated the texts into Russian, chose the most interesting facts about each holiday. And wrote my text. Next I decided to make a film. I used  SIX  films and one cartoon. And cut out the episodes which fit my text. Of course I used the Internet. And found some pictures there for my film. Finally I combined the film and the text.

Introduction
My project is devoted to American holidays and festivals. I want to show there are different cultures, people, languages in the world and America is not an exception. 

This difference exists between Russia and America, as well.

All holidays can be divided into the following groups:

1) Family holidays, such as: Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and Thanksgiving Day.

2) I want to mention some public holidays, like Labour Day, Flag Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day.

3) Also there are Christian holidays: Christmas, Easter.

4) And just festivals: Halloween, New Year, St. Valentine’s Day, April fool’s Day.

Now I would like to give more information about all these festivals and holidays.
Family Holidays

Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is celebrated on the second Sunday in May.

On the second Sunday in May, American children of all ages treat their mothers with something special. It is the one day out of the year when children, young and old, try to show in a tangible way how much they appreciate their mothers. And Americans follow the tradition of serving their mothers breakfast in bed. Other children give their mothers gifts. 


Historical Information

In the US, Mother’s Day did not become an official holiday until 1915. Its establishment was due largely to the perseverance and love of one daughter, Anna Jarvis. Anna’s mother had provided strength and support as the family made their home in West Virginia and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where her father served as a minister. As a girl, Anna was determined to honour her mother’s memory. On the same Sunday in Philadelphia, their minister honoured Mrs. Jarvis and all mothers with a special Mother’s Day service. Anna Jarvis began writing to congressmen asking them to set aside a day to honour mothers.

And in 1910, the governor of West Virginia proclaimed the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day and a year later every state celebrated it.

Father’s Day 

Historical Information 

It is celebrated on the third Sunday in June. On the third Sunday in June presents are given to fathers from their children. Children make some tasty deserts to their fathers or visit them if they don’t live with fathers. But if child has problems to visit his father he can send him a greeting card.   

Regardless of when the first true Father’s Day occurred, the strongest promoter of the holiday was Mrs. Bruce John Dodd of Spokane, Washington. Mrs. Dodd felt that she had an outstanding father. He was a veteran of the Civil War. His wife had died young, and he had raised six children without their mother. In 1909, Mrs. Dodd approached her own minister and other in Spokane about having a church service dedicate to fathers on the 15th of June, her father’s birthday. That date was too soon for her minister to prepare the service, so he spoke a few weeks later on the 19th of June. From then on, the state of Washington celebrated the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day.

Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving Day is the fourth Thursday in November. Many people take a day off on Friday to make a fourth-day weekend, and they may travel long distances to visit friends and relations because Thanksgiving is a special family occasion.

 Historical Information

The holiday dates back to 1621st, the year after the Pilgrims arrived in Massachusetts, in their search for religious freedom. After a terrible winter, in which nearly half of the Pilgrims died, they turned for help to the Native Americans, who taught them how to plant corn and other crops. The next autumn’s harvest was wonderful, and Pilgrims gave thanks by having a feast. Thanksgiving dinners always include some of the foods served at the first feast: roast turkey, cranberry sauce, potatoes, and a pumpkin pie. Before the meal begins, families or friends usually pause to give thanks for their good fortune, and for being together for the occasion.

Public Holidays

Flag Day

Historical Information

Flag Day is celebrated on the 14th of June. 


The flag is a symbol of the country. The design of the United State’s flag altered for many times. But nowadays the United State’s flag consists of 13-n red and white altering stripes (representing the original 13-n states-colonies) and 50 stars (each star represents one of the states of the Union) on a blue background.

On this day the flag is flown from all public building, speeches are made in public places and ceremonies take place in town or cities.

Labor Day

Historical information

Labour Day is traditionally celebrated on the first Monday of September; this holiday honours the nation’s working people typically with parades, marches, meeting etc. For most Americans it marks the end of the summer vacation season and for many students the opening of the school year.

Americans are very proud of their tradition of hard work to increase their economic status. It was Peter J. McQuire, president of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, who proposed the celebration, and the first Labour Day parade was held in New York in 1882. 


Later the United States Congress declared it a national holiday on the 28th of June in 1894.

President’s Day

Historical information

President’s Day is celebrated on the third Monday in February.

Until 1971, it was observed, that the 12th of February is the birthday of the hero of the Civil War, and that the 22nd of February is George Washington’s birthday (he was the first president of the US).

In 1971 President Richard Nixon proclaimed, that it would be one holiday that would be celebrated on the third Monday of February and it would be Presidents’ Day. And it would honor all past and future presidents of the States.

Another reason of the celebration of this holiday is connected with some fates of many presidents of the United States, because most of them died some times later after they became presidents.

On this Day Americans hold parades, they laugh, so it is a good time to have a rest!
Independence Day

Historical information

Independence Day is celebrated on the fourth of July.

On the 4th of July in 1776, the 13 colonies of North America signed the declaration of Independence. This said they were no longer under the control of Great Britain, and were an independence country. This famous declaration, which marked the birth of the USA, is celebrated every year on the 4th of July.

It is a day of picnics, parades and flying the flag, which has a special importance to Americans. At night there are parties, barbecues, concerts and spectacular firework display.

Memorial Day

Historical Information

This day dedicates to people who fought in the War of Independence in the 1st World War or in the Second World War. And to many Americans the day also signals the beginning of summer with a three days weekend, and it is sad.


On this day children sing songs, recite poems. At schools teachers tell their class about the Civil War. Many people go to the graves to remember their parents.


On this day there are many ceremonies connected with this celebration (there are some parades).


And on Memorial Day the President of the US makes a speech – he congratulates people.

Сhristian Holidays
Easter

Historical information

Easter is celebrated on a Sunday between the 22d of March and 25th of April.

This celebration is called «Easter», because of the Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring (her name was Easter).

On this day people celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.’

Nowadays people dye eggs, go to church.

On Easter Sunday small children wake up and look for baskets of candy from the Easter Bunny.

Also on this day children sing funny songs. And it is interesting to know that on the next day, Easter Monday, the president of the United States holds an annual Easter egg hunt on the White House lawn for young children and a child who finds the egg wins a prize.

Christmas

Historical Information

Christmas is celebrated on the 25th of December.

Christmas is a joyful religious holiday when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

Christmas is a season of giving and receiving presents. And a very important person on this Day is, no doubt, Santa Clause

Immigrant settlers brought Father Christmas to the Unites States and called him Santa Clause and gave him a white beard, dressed him in a red suit and made him a cheery old gentleman with red cheeks and a twinkle in his eye. And children believe that he brings them presents.

And on Christmas day children sing songs or play snowballs.

Christmas Cards

Another important custom of Christmas is to send and receive Christmas cards. 

Americans begin sending Christmas cards early in December to friends and co-workers.

Christmas Dishes 

Their Christmas dinner includes “Crostoli,” fried bread spiced with orange peel, bread full of sweet spices and doughnuts (a holiday offering in many Ukrainian-American homes.) 

At Christmas Eve gathering adults drink eggnog, a drink made of cream, milk, sugar, beater eggs and brandy or rum.

Festivals
Halloween

The story of the name

The name “Halloween” comes from two words:

Hallo(s) – meaning «holy» in the old English and quite contemporary «Eve» - meaning the evening before certain holiday. The holiday which comes right after is All Saint’s Day. So Halloween as we know it today is just the evening before All Saint’s Day.

Historical information

The origins of this celebration lie in both pre-Christian and Christian customs. October 31st was the eve of the Celtic New Year. And hoping that the ghosts would leave peacefully before midnight of the New Year the Celts carried the food to the edge of town and left it for them.
Much later, when Christianity spread in Ireland and October 31st was no longer the last day of the year, Halloween became a celebration mostly for children. When millions of Irish people immigrated to the United States in the 1840th the tradition came with them.

At Halloween on October 31st, children dress up like ghosts or withes and go «trick or treat» in their neighbourhood (the area where they live.) The neighbours are expected to give them candy or money. And on this day children can play some Halloween’s games. 

There are some Symbols of Halloween

 For example: Black is the one of the traditional Halloween’s colours.

Pumpkins are also a symbol of Halloween. People take a knife and make a crazy pumpkin’s face.

Americans decorate windows of houses and schools with silhouettes of witches and black cats.

New Year

Historical Information

Americans celebrate New Year on the 31st of December and on the 1st of January.

On the 31st of December Americans watch TV, but some of them go to the ball, where guests dress up in different costume and cover their face with masks.

But according to an old tradition they unmask at midnight.


On the 1st of January Americans visit their friends and neighbors, relax at home, go to some parades. And of course many Americans at the end of the celebration write resolutions, but most of them are broken or forgotten by February.

St. Valentine’s Day

Historical information 

St. Valentines Day is celebrated on the 14th of February.

One of the symbols of this celebration is Cupid. He was the Romans god of love, who was represented like a small boy with a bow and arrows. Here is one of the legends: Three hundred years after the death of Jesus Christ the Roman emperors still demanded that everyone believe in the Roman gods. Valentine, a Christian priest, was thrown in prison for his teaching. On the 14th of February Valentine was beheaded, not only he was a Christian, but also because he had performed a miracle. He supposedly cured the Jail’s daughter of the blindness. The night before he was executed, he wrote the jail’s daughter a letter, signing it “From Your Valentine”.

February 14th is not an official day in the US, most Americans observe this holiday. Nowadays St. Valentine’s Day is a day of sweethearts and friendship. On this day you can show your love to your parents or to your boyfriend or girlfriend. You can present some candy, write a valentine or send a flower to someone. And what’s about valentines? Valentines can be funny and friendly, some of them can be hand-made.

And the main symbol of this holiday is a big red heart, also it can be like a valentine.
April fool’s Day
Historical information

April fool’s Day is celebrated on the 1st of April.

In the16th century France began to celebrate the New Year on the 1st of April, but in 1562, Pope Gregory made a calendar, and now New Year is celebrated on the 1st of January.

And some people didn’t know that real New Year was on the 1st of January, so they continued to celebrate New Year on the 1st of April. Others played jokes on them and called them «April fools». 

On this day Americans play small tricks:

1) children tell their classmates that their school has been cancelled

2) Children can put salt into sugar.

So there are many other jokes, and the most April fool jokes are not offensive.
Conclusion
As you can see some holidays which I have mentioned aren’t celebrated in Russia, for example: Labor Day, Flag Day and Memorial Day. Some of them, New Year and Christmas are celebrated differently in our country. Christmas is more important than New Year’s Day in America, but in Russia on the contrary. The main person of this celebration is Santa Clause, but in Russia he is called Father Frost.
To my mind Halloween is prohibited in Russia but in America it is one of the most cheerful and bright festivals.

There is a great difference between American holiday and Russian holiday. But there are some holidays which are celebrated in both countries, for example Independence Day and Easter. And it is good there is something similar in American and Russian cultures and it makes us closer. But I don’t want you to forget that every country is unique!
